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Sanctuary Post your review of woonsocket cat sanctuary post your review of Woonsocket Cat Sanctuary nonprofit cat shelter. We're at 266 Mendon Rd. Woonsocket, R.I. We have numerous kittens and cats up for adoption. Do you have a specific cat in mind? Just click the Drop-Down arrow for cats or kittens, males or
females, large or small. It's your choice. Opening weekend 19 September!! Tell us the story of how you met your furry best friend and help other pet lovers discover the joys of adopting pets! Tell Us Your Story 7/25/2018 WOONSOCKET - For 25 years, a small group of animal lovers and cat lovers have run the city's only
nonprofit animal shelter without killing from the modest space tucked behind what is now a liquor store on Mendon Road. In honor of the 25th anniversary of the Woonsocket Cat Sanctuary, which will celebrate the shelter with an open house this Saturday, October 28, 2017, The New York Times reported that The New
York Times reported that The New York Times had a lot of work to do. Tessier, who owns the building at 266 Mendon Road and a former Woonsocket resident, hasn't always been a cat lover. She previously ran Buddha's Bazaar on the property and remembers a night late in November 1981 when store employees
discovered a cat by a dumpster in a parking lot. I found this stray near the store. I wasn't a cat fan at all - actually, I told the girl who walked into the store, get that cat out of here, I hate cats, she recalled during a phone interview from her home in Florida. I felt bad at the time. I said, it's cold, I'll bring it to the pound
tomorrow. I took that cat home that night and became a cat lover overnight. Affection grew, and Tessier often found himself collecting stray cats and helping them new homes. At the time, the city was lacking in nonprofit animal services, and a friend who ran North Smithfield Animal Rescue asked her to consider starting
a similar organization in Woonsocket. In 1993, she opened the shelter as Woonsockett's branch of Volunteer Animal Services, an animal advocacy group that continues to operate outside Providence. In the early days, she ran a shelter just outside Buddha's Bazaar, with a store licensed for the pet department. As you
walked in, At the time, we had two or three cages right there, she said. It took off because there was so much demand. There were so many poor stray cats. Within three years, the shelter had outgrown its accommodation, and when the store closed in 1995, it remained a Cat Sanctuary, expanding to fill most of the back
half of the building. In the early days, Tessier said, they received a steady stream of calls from city dwellers looking for a place to send stray cats, many of which were found in apartment complexes where residents would leave their pets when they moved out. A core group of volunteers and staff members quickly stepped
up to meet demand. At first, my God, we'd get 10 phone calls to hand over the cats, and from that we'd rehome maybe one or two cats. It was a terrible supply-to-demand ratio, Tessier recalled. One of those early supporters is Deb Adam, who started the organization a year after it opened and took over as director when
Tessier moved to Florida. According to Adam, the sanctuary still takes strays and unwanted cats whenever space is available, although volunteers are often disappointed with the attitude of cat owners who call to say they no longer want their pets. We hate the wording 'get rid of it.' They're not disposable objects, they're
living things, she said. The shelter offers discounted spay/castration clinics for low-income cat owners and works with local veterinarians to ensure that any cats that come through the shelter are pending medical examinations and vaccinations. For many years, Tessier said, Dr. Linda Hanson at diamond hill Animal Clinic
was a key partner providing discounted veterinary services, and the shelter recently began working with South Bellingham Veterinary Hospital. Its greatest service, however, continues to be the adoption of cats arriving from many sources. As of last week, the shelter has housed 9,111 cats in its 25-year history, quite a
result for a group that works almost entirely on donations and volunteers. Gail Desmarais, assistant director, said potential cat owners are welcome to visit the sanctuary at any time to meet cats and talk to volunteers about fostering, but stressed that the shelter carefully matches cats with real families to ensure their new
homes are a long-term arrangement. If you're thinking of adopting a cat, it's a lifetime commitment, she said. This Saturday, the Cat Sanctuary invites newcomers and longtime supporters to mingle with cats and their caregivers at an open house to mark its 25th anniversary. The event will feature live music, food, raffles
and children's activities, and takes place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in shelter, rain or shine. Adam encouraged all ages to go out and see the shelter's work in action. As for the future of the Cat Sanctuary, Tessier said she anticipates continuing to serve the Woonsocket area in to come. She has no immediate plans to sell the
building, and if she does, she would a new shelter space that for many years was a personal passion sparked by one lone stray cat on the cold november night. I'm thrilled she made it to life. It feels like she has a life of her own, she said. Dog adoption fee: $290.00; These include spay or caste, rabies and distemper
vaccine, and will also be tested for a heartworm. Cat adoption fee: $165.00; this includes spay or caster, rabies and distemper vaccine and fiv/FeLV combined tested. All adoption fees are collected through a check, a cash order, cash. Please note that any dog or cat that is rehomed cannot leave the property until they
have been either spayed or castrated, listed under RI General LAw 4-19-16 4-19-16 Mandatory spayed and castrated dogs and cats adopted by the licensed release agency humane america animal foundation, dba Adopt-a-Pet.com, is a nonprofit, tax-recognized adoption advertising charity 501(c)(3). Our mission (and
passion) is to help make pets homeless from shelters and into loving homes. Let us know what you think! Special thanks to our sponsors, Purina, Chewy and PetBasics, whose support enables our lifesaving work. Possible.
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